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B Tenb-ABuBe, B ranepee B «bent
[paBUTU», OTKPbINACh NepCcoHarbHas
BbICTaBKa XyOOXHMLUbI AHAT beLep
«Locus Amoenus» («Makom xa-Hexmazn?»,

«YynecHoe mecTo»)

@ (CgernaHa Kpacuosa

CnoeocoyeTanuve «Locus Amoenus»
MOXHO TaKke TPaKTOBaTb Kak «Bosnb-
LU0 BONWEOHLIN cam» MW BeYHOLIBE-
Tywwmin «Cap, noBBu», TO €CTb MECTO,
rAe COXPaHWNWChb NOKOWN, HEBMHHOCTb
W KPacoTa OKPYXaloLWero mupa, Bce
TO, 4TO NPEALIECTBOBANO NEPBOPOA-
HOMY Tpexy M CUMBOAM3WPYET eam-
HEeHue 4enoBeka u npupogpl. VHadve
roBOpS, 3TOT YroONOK «3eMHOr0 pas»
B PbILAPCKMX KYPTYa3HbIX pOMaHax
CPEOHEBEKOBbS ONWMUETBOPSN Me-
CTO CYaCTNWBOW BCTPEYN phILEPEn u
NPEeKPacHkLIX Aam.

WmeHHo Tak v Bupgut AHat Beuep
«Cap, nioBBu», MIMEHHO Tak WM BOMMO-
LL@eT ero B CBOEW XMBONMCH, n3obpa-
Xas JO0em B OpuruHanbHon nzobpa-
3UTENLHOW MaHepe Kak MecTo Aei-
CTBWS, FAE W NPOM30LLNA «A0MCTOPK-
yeckas» BcTpeda Agama u EBbl, rge
NPOVICXOLMN0 NX NCKYLIEHUE 3MUEM.

BpeMckuin cal, XyooXHWULI, pac-
KWHYBLUWACH B TOM CAMOM «4yaecHom
MECTE» U «DEKOHCTPYMPOBaHHbIA» Ha
OCHOBE TaHaxW4ecKoro Cloxera, OT-
paxaercs Ha GONbLIMX MACLUTAOHbIX
NONOTHAX, FAE APKMMW, HACHILLEHHbI-
MW Kpackamu, NoOAYEpPKHYTO KpYMnHbI-
MK Maskamu 13oBpaxeHsl pacTeHus,
[EepeBbs, UBETHI, XMBOTHbIE, NTULLI. B
aTol Konnekumu pabort ocoboe BHU-
MaHWE YOENEHO MEepHaTbiM, OUKUM

W OOMalHUM, COBam, Kypam, nety-
Xam, WUHOenkam, rnpyu aTom Ha nonoT-
Hax AHaT Beuep HapoyuTo OTCYTCTBY-
eT yenosek. TouHee, ecTb u3odpaxe-
HWS OTAENbHbIX YacTel Gurypbl Yeno-
BEKa: TYNOBULLE, PyKK, HO 0Bpasa ye-

NOBEKA B LIENIOM HET.
Mpw atom npeacrasutenn Gopsbl
1 dayHbl B ee KapTuHax npopucosa-
Hbl O4E€Hb TWATENLHO, CNOBHO WANMIO-
cTpaumm n3 BoTaHNYECKMX ansboMoB
WK aTNaCOB PACTEHWIA W KWBOTHBIX.
WHTepecHo Takxe, 4To ee paboTel He
WMEIOT Ha3BaHWs, BCEM MOAOTHam
npeanocnasa noanucek «Untitled».
AnaTt Beuep (53 roga), Matb ABOMX
CbIHOBE#, XYOOXHWK W Neaaror, Bbl-
pocna B Pamar-raHe. OHa BbINYCKHW-
La LKONbl MCKYCCTB «Xa-Mwugpaia»,
yyeHuua xygoxHuka Pacdu Jlasu, na-
ypeaT npemun «lOHbIA XYA0XKHUK» B
1994 roay. Mocne 3aBeplUeHWs yye-

6bl B M3paune npogomkuna ceoe 06-
pasoeaHue B JIOHOOHE, roe nNpoxuna
HECKONbKO neT. 3atem cama Hayana
NPenoaasathb B WKONE UCKYCCTE «Xa-
Muapawa», rae npopaboTtana B Teye-
Hue 15 net, go 2011 roga.

B 2008 roay, yxe Byoydn cocTo-
ABWMMCS MacTepom, AHat Bbina Ha-
rpaxaeHa npemuein MuHUCTpa obpa-
30BaHuA. llocnegHwe cemb NET Xy-
OOXHULA YXe He 3aHMMaeTca negaro-
rM4eckoin 1 NeKTOPCKOR feATentHo-
CTbIO, TaK kak 3apabaTbiBaeT Ha K13Hb
CBOMM TBOpYecTBOM. Ee paboThl Ha-
XOOATCA B PA3NWYHBIX CEPbe3HbIX CO-
BpaHuax e Mapawne v 3a pyGexom.

BeicTtaBka Axat Beuep npoxo-
avt B Tenob-ABuBe B «Beiit Ipa-
Buth» («Gravity House», yn. Xa-
Taacwua, 3) v npognurca go 1 ge-
kabps.

Ha chumKax: xypoxHuua u ee pabotbl

@OT0. npecc-cayxta
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+ By GRAHAM LAWSON

75 verybody llwuglll I was crazy - my
4, fends, my fmily, people in the ar
o edf world, After 10 years of bullding a good
fation as & conceptual artist, every-
éz“.d Tthing was fine, but | realized that it w.nn‘l
for me, something didn't feel right,” said artist Anat
Betzer in 2002, Since then Betzer has built up a career as
a landscape and figurative painter, exhibiting in group
exhibitions and with the Julie M. Gallery in their Tel
Aviv and Totonto bases. “Forget. Me-Not,” an exhibition
of her recent works opened at the Julle M. In Tel Aviv at

the beginning of the month.

Betzer's move from conceptual art 1o the more tradi-
tional medium of paint was brave and unusual. AL the
time Isracli painters and sculptors were and still are
<championed, but in the main the lsracli art scenc’s focus
had shifted to video and conceptual art,

Betzer recounts how she spent two years preparing a
large installation for an exhibition & the Herzliya
Museum of Contemporary Art. “I didn't visit my studio
much” she says. “There were lots of and time:
spent raising money. ] spent a lot of time thinking about
the space, and then there were two weeks of very phys-
ical work for building the show, and thats it. The

process of conceptual art Is very different, very onjoff,
The art starts, and sometimes finishes, with the moment
of the idea” she continues.

Conceptual art is, by its very nature, more cerebral. It
was this realization that played o part in her switeh to
painting, Unsurprising, perhiaps, since conceptual art
can at times seen alienating.

“I have to believe people really want to be moved.

tual ant seems somel oved from us,” she
says, refl on the transition.

Tts not difficult to see why she was initially drawn to
conceptual art. Painting s rrely considered “sexy” in
the woild of modern art, not to mention the fact that

local art schools have gradually shifted their focus
t0 newer medivms such as video and installation,

“It was exciting to think about doing big instal-
lations with sound,” she explains. T have this idea
and then | need to start to make it happen. |
would spend time thinking about the space, try-
ing this and that, 1t was like a circle; finally 1
would come back 1o square one,” she says.

Betzer studied and taught fine art at Hamidrasha
School of A in Tel Aviv. As a student and as a
teacher she recalls as beneficial both leaming and
teaching with artists such as Rafi Levy, Tsibl Geva

Untitled, 2012, oil on canvas
(Coutesy [ubie M. Gallery)

and Yair Garbuz.

Having taken the decision to stop teaching, In
effect 1o establish some distance for herself, she
could then devole hersedf to painting full-time.,
“The deciston was not an easy one, she admits,

“They were good years. 1 liked the students, the
environment, and it kept me in touch with what's
going on, but [at a certain poini] 1 felt that I don't
Have it the way | should to be a good teacher, The
more I am into my art, the less 1 am into others.
You can't teach If you're nat interested in what
they are dolng.” she states.

For the most part Betzer's paintings have beca
Jandscapes, specifically wooded areas and forests
with occasional solitary figures and deserted hous-
. Mostly rendered in hucs of black and white
with occasional muted color working its way in,
the scenes are bleak and desolate and anything
but typlcally lsraci,

"My grandparents are from Russia and were par-
tisans. My family grew up on a Kibbutz near
Jerusaleny, called Kiryat Anavim,” she says. “The
kibbutz was surrounded by woods and 1 spent a
fot of my childhood playing in and arotnd the
aréa. | think probably that the woods and my fam-

liy history play a part in my work. | see it as pare

of my DNA, a part of who | am,” she explans.

‘This coilective memory likely influenced a series
of portraits exhibited in 2010, undcr the title Run
Betzer Run. Using photographs gleancd from the
Internet she painted what are probably her
strongest works 1o date: several portraits of
hunters and their prey in the stark Siberian land-
scape.

Bear hunting has a long wadition In Russia,
Once the spost of tsars, it still continues today.
The paintings show tough and rugged men in grit-
1y, realistic scenes, For Betzer there s no glamour
of omance in the gypml‘ly male word of the
hunt.

In her current e.\h!hillon Berae( in part, deals
with @ subject ¢l

guests, including Pas
p wmr, curator and dwecmrjomrms Grenzfu

= By BARRY DAVIS

Afro-Cuban All Stars return

The Afro-Cuban All Stars wil make a retum visit to krae! when
mwmmmumz.lppasnumﬁnwuum
Bitwarnina o0 April 27,

The 15-member ensernbe is led by Juan de Marcos Gonzalez and
s repertoire takes in @ wide range of musical styles from Cuba,
including bolero, cha-cha-cha, salsa, son montuno and rumba.

Gonzalez came to intemational potice in the 19903, for his piv-
ial role in son ensemble Siera Macstra, which was discovered by
lmummﬂhﬁﬁmmkwd Sierra Maestra toured

d became ight hit, which
emmawspzmed n‘woﬂdvﬁdesmsamnm&a\a
Vista Social Club band, wmh Immwausdmd the mcsl ven-
erated Cuban musicians, such
Compay Segundo, octogenarian singer isahim Ferrer.and pianist
Ruban Gonzalez. i i

Juan de chos&mulusewﬁmhmd feades, an:

guitar
dlh{mbmswmﬁﬁdtmm ts, three trumpeter-flugelhom
st mﬁq,ipbnbl,abuss na
boardist and four percussion: P
Doovsopma:?!npm..lhesiwaw 3)
F&mmm:wﬂomuwn (03) 762+ 6666md'9080 and
e Zappa-club.co,

Print Screen looks at using and abusang
“The third annual Print Screen place 3t
Mﬂnmmmhﬂwm!hom The

Mediatheque
fourday event s designed o ole the pubiic  scvenshot of the
* ghencampaising dighal rvoluion, and a gimpse of the dighal

Tbo!suwlpmgsm(alm mamtrangedﬁkm, feature fiims.
a8 well er classes,

Wrkshops lectures snd pan discusions aveng anir. wenics
and digital culture researchers,

The festival will be la(fdha‘awmberofsli‘]m!
setl )

“1 came across a nwk abom three years ago  Norwegian game stoffer ]wnunﬁseﬂ The program
titled Wonnerr Who Read Are Dangerous,” she says, also features an lsraeki Mm remix competition and activities for
“and 1 started 1o read about the history of reading  <hildren aged five
and literature and its place in ar.” One of the iwnmufmmﬁw;(qa)wz-lsss_ and
works that will be on show, titled fmuna Bowny,  Wwwdnemahalon.ong.il AL
Cest Moi (Emma Bovary, 1ts Me), Is, she says, 2 7 i1
reference to hersclf. Brahms's R I.Eem offers

“Reading s 2 large part of my daily life. am tak- jerusalem-T sxg
ing [Flaubt's character] back for myself because | mmgun e budnaormh.u\mamoa
nnam undersiood that the woman who reads s - Music and University of Jerusalem, the

" she says. mmm Mﬁmmmd?dmm:mqwd!m

o il s wiclistackad * laborate for u:ermumempur Requiem.

well as many canvases for her upcoming el The The concest nds Sta'mww
she has Vi 2

dion. Since her switch

Been more comfortable with the warking process-
s involved in painting and putting the necessary
time into the studio.

“Each painting takes me between two and four
months,” she says, “Sometimes | become interest-
ed in certain ideas and don't quite know what is
Teading me there. When Twas younger [ wanted to
know, but now I trust myself, (£ 1 hit a wall [ have
the mnﬁdﬂm‘: 0 be palln-nl and move on. For
painting 1 need 1o every day, but that's
okay, | like mmmmmq- with my work.”

“Forget-Me-Not” is shnwineg af Julie M., 10 Bexaie
Yafils Street, el Aviy, il May 11, For mioee iifor-
mation: (03 $60-7005.

For tickets: nsz;ou% and n'd&euﬁimdm.«:;(on 6407047
and music@postiau.ac p

On the road with children
Kaner Theatér pmnbm\gahmwldwrw‘ssw

its

-mmwmn{eammmma 1 a.m. wmmw,m
cnham ‘the Road) show:

Wawmmlmmmm‘gmwu’mm;

Ariel 2nd Kaner hduwewaryhrmgpmdl}nukswl\lh
related by Tali MmMe*MI’JL Ronen Babluki and Shirley
Gal-Segev. For tickels and more infarmation: (03) 607-7020
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From conceptual art t6 paintin

* By GRAHAM LAWSON

& g verybody thought 1 was crazy - my
é a'» friends, my family, people in the art
}r’%‘ world. After 10 years of bullding a good
tation as a conceptual atist, every-

fun..‘ thing was fine, but | realized that it wasn’t

for me, something didn't feel right,” said antist Anat
Bnm- in m Since then Betzer has built up a carecr as
alk painter, exhibiting in group
exhibmwu and wllh the Julie M. Gal]cq in their Tel
Aviv and Toronto bases, “| -Me-Not,” an exhibition
of her recent works opened at the Julie M. in Tel Aviv at

the beginning of the month.

Betzer’s move from conceptual ant to the more tradi-
tonal medium of paint was brave and unusual. At the
time Israeli painters and sculptors were and still are
championed, but in the main the Israell ant scene’s focus
had shifted to video and conceptual art.

Betzer recounts how she spent two years preparing a
large installation for an exhibition at the Herzliya
Museum of Contemporary Ast. 1 didn't visit my studio
much” she says, “There were lots of meetings and time
spent ralsing moncey: I spent a lot of time thinking about
the space, and then these were two weeks of very phys-
fcal work for building the show, and that’s it. The

process of conceptual art s very different, very onfoff.
The art starts, and sometimes finishes, with the moment
of the idea” she continues,

Conceptual art s, by its very nature, more cerebral. It
was this realization that played a part in her switch to
painting. Unsurprising, perhaps, since conceptual ant
<an at times seem alienating.

“1 have to believe people really want to be moved,
Conceptual an seems somehow removed from us,” she
says, reflecting on the transition.

Its not difficult to see why she was initially drawn to
conceptual art. Painting is rarely considered “sexy” in
the world of modern art, not to mention the fact that

local art schools have gradually shifted their focus
to newer mediums such as video and installation.
It was exciting to think about doing big instal-
lations with sound,” she explains. “1 have this idea
and then | need to start to make it happen. [
would spend time thinking about the space, try-
ing this and that. It was like a circle; finally 1
would come back to square one,” she says,
Beteer studied and taught fine art at Hamidrasha
School of Ast in Tel Aviv. As a student and as a
teacher she recalls as beneficial both learning and
teaching with artists such as Rafi Levy, Tibl Geva

Untitled, 2012, oil on canvas
(Caurtesy [ule M. Galiey)

and Yair Garbuz,

Having taken the decision to stop teaching, In
effect to establish some distance for herself, she
could then devote herself to painting full-time.
The deciston was not an easy one, she admits.

“They were good years, | liked the students, the
environment, and it kept me in touch with what’s
going on, but [at a certain point] [ felt that | don’t
have it the way 1 should to Ix: a good teacher, The
more ] am into my art, the less [ am into others.
You can't teach if you're not interested in what
they are doing.” she states.

For the most part Betzer's paintings have been
Iand!ap::-, s[wlnr.all}- wooded areas and forests

lonal solitary hous-
&, th]y rendered in hues of black and white
with occasional muted color working its way in,
the scenes are bieak and desolate and anything
but typlcally Isracli,

"My grandparents are from Russia and were par-
tisans, My family grew up on a kibbutz ncar
Jerusalem, called Kiryat Anavim,” she says, “The
Kibbutz was surrounded by woods and 1 spent a
iot of my childhood playing in and around the
area. | think probably that the woods and my fam-
ily history play a part in my work. | sce it as part
of my DNA, a part of who I am,” she explains.

This collective memory likely Influenml aseries
of portraits exhibited in 2010, under the title Ran
Belzer Run, Using photographs gleaned from the
Internet she painted what are probably her
strongest works to date: several portraits of
hunters and their prey in the stark Siberian land-
scape.

Bear hunting has a long tradition in Russia,
Once the sport of tsars, it still continues today.
The paintings show tough and rugged men in grit-
ty, realistic scenes. For Betzer there is no glamour
or romance in the typically male world of the
hunt.

In her current exhibition Betzer, in part, deals
with & subject close to her heart.

“I came across a book about three years ago
titled Wornen Who Read Are Dan " she says,
“and 1 started to read about the history of reading
and literature and its place In art.” One of the
works that will be on show, titled Emma Bovary,
Clest Moi (Emma Bovary, It’s Me), is, she says, a
reference to herself,

“Reading is a large part of my daily life. | am tak-
ing [Flaubert’s character] back for myself because I
llna[ly understood that the woman who reads is

" she says.

B«zu's studio has wellstacked bookshelves, as
well as many canvases for her upcoming exhibi-
tion. Since her switch from conceptual art she has
been more comfontable with the working process-
«s involved in painting and putting the necessary
time into the studio.

“Each painting takes me between two and four
months,” she says. “Sometimes [ become interest-
«d in certain ideas and don't quite know what is
leading me there. When | was younger [ wanted to
know, but now I trust myself, If T hit a wall | have
the confidence to be patient and move on. For
peinting I need to be here every day, but that's
okay, | like this intimacy with my work.”

“Forget-Me-Not™ is showing at Julie M., 10 Bezalel
Yafch Strovt, Tel Aviv, toutil May 11, For more infar
ntion: (03) 560-7005.
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7N UTA Federation @ unitea:  1he Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre is dedicated to serving the community, cultural,
i memoer. pducational and recreational needs of downtown Toronto. Its programs and services are guided
by Jewish values and are open to all, regardless of race, origin or religious affiliation.

Paintings by Anat Betzer
February 3 - 29, 2012

Presented in partnership with Julie M Gallery (Toronto)

In the midst of the intense reality of Israel I create paintings in my downtown Tel-
Aviv studio that assert my right to freedom of expression and imagination. My paintings withdraw from local
discourse to explore the faraway places and forests of the Diaspora beyond Israel’s borders.

The choice to paint remote landscapes is bolstered by a clear awareness that stepping outside of the familiar
yields a fresh perspective on the reality to which we are so accustomed. The forests and landscapes I paint
are veiled with translucent layers which drip down and dirty the painting’s surface, implying this is not an
innocent landscape. A discussion emerges out of the sentimentality of these unfamiliar landscapes about
existential loneliness, infertility, foreignness, and coming to terms with emptiness. Though the conversation is
bleak, it is born from hope, and from my unfaltering devotion to beauty and to the sublime.

About The Artist

Born in 1965, Anat Betzer currently lives and works in Tel Aviv. After completing her course
of study at the Ha’Midrasha School of Art in Ramat-Hasharon, Betzer moved to England, which
she used as a base from which to tour Europe and broaden her aesthetic horizons.

Though she launched her career as a leader in the Israeli feminist movement, Anat Betzer’s art

- making has shifted from conceptual installation to explore the traditional medium of oil paint.
Recent work is emblazoned with deciduous trees and forest scenes, meticulously streaky washes that
occasionally resolve into pattern, and bisected planar canvases that hint at a collusion between the traditional
European Romantic landscape and High Modernism.

Anat Betzer currently lectures on Fine Art at the Midrasha College in Beit-Bearl. She has shown extensively
throughout Israel, and her works are also popular in Canada, the United States, and Italy.

JULIE M., GALLERY
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Al’lat Betzel' Home | Exhibitions | Anat Betzer

Anat Betzer | Numerator and Denominator
Curators: Zali Gurevitch, Tsibi Geva, Dalia Levin and Tal Bechler

June 18, 2011 - Sep. 10, 2011

Slow Sky, 2011, oil on canvas

The work Slow Sky features an arrangement of fortified structures, places of refuge from the
outside, painted based on photographs Betzer had gleaned from the virtual world. This work is in
fact an expansion of the artist’s previous paintings series exploring hunting lodges and hunters,
and further examines the significance of home - both metal and physical. The bunkers protruding
above ground with their alienation are rooted in nature. The thick sky veils the structures, as
though blurring the traces they had leftin it.

The still nature is interrupted by the figure of the hunter, dominating the hunted and destabilizing

the pastoral silence by introducing the subject of control and balance of powers.
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Julie M. Gallery - Gallery homepage at artnet.com

& return to artnet.com

Julie M. Gallery 14/04/2010

.

N

JULIE M. GALLERY
TEL AVIV | TORONTO

Anat Betzer - Purple Rain  Mar 11 - Apr 25, 2010

Selected Artists

Nadav Assor erme Michal Na'laman ~ Eran Shakine ~ Shaoul Smira
Kadishman

Deganit Berest Shai Kremer Joshua Neustein Yuval Shalgi ~ Alina Speshilov

Anat Betzer Manal Mahamid Yehuda Porbuchrai ~ Alma Shneor ~ Merav Sudaey

Ruti Helbitz Cohen  Karin Mendelovici ~ Gil Shachar Shu Yong Michael Wesely

©2007 artnet - The art world online. All rights reserved. artnet is a registered trademark of artnet Worldwide Corporation, New York, NY.
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» MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

Tel Aviv art and galleries:

TOURISMITITTI ‘%‘}"’

by L
TEL'T =
RUN BETZER RUN -
SOLO EXHIBITION BY ANAT BETZER
Julie M. Gallery for Contemporary Arf
November 25th — January 1st

Anat Betfzer's new solo exhibition includes a series of
portrait drawings.

The subjects of these portraits are hunters posing with
their conquests, holding their weapons, facing forward
with hollow stares.

These are adult men in a regressive state, portraying
warfare, defining masculinity and perhaps dreaming
of a different victim — one that is real, one that is human.
Anat Betzer collects the images she uses in her work
from the internet.

Drawing requires time and patience, starting with the
searching and locating phase, through the selection
and edifing phase, leading up to the planning and
drafting phase, during which the arfist expresses their
own fascinating interpretation of the original image.

> to Julie M. Gallery

TLV IN THE MEDIA | EVENETS IN TEL AVIV | TOURS AROUND THE CITY | TO SEE AND TO BE SEEN RESTAURANT OF THE MONTH
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